It is otherwise when the hernia occurs later after birth, when it is tense, and the communication with the abdomen is either very small or absent, the processus Vaginalis being closcd above. In the first case, the fluid will often return slowly into the abdomen, although it may occupy six or eight days in so doing; and such cases deceive the attendants of the child into the belief that the means employed have produced the resorption of the fluid. The deception is the more likely, as, in very great narrowing of the upper mouth of the processus vaginalis, which is often [July, more than an inch long, re-position cannot be induced by the taxis. This difficulty of returning the fluid is often mistaken for an impossibility, and unnecessary operations resorted to. Indeed, the diagnosis of complete closure is very difficult. When such closure does exist, the case does not difl'er from one of ordinary hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis. 
